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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
What a wonderful program we had at our January meeting.  Ruth Anne Yax did a great job in 

showing her quilts and explaining how she made them.  She has a very unique style of quilting.  

Our projector went out during the lecture and she was very professional in handling the situa-

tion.  

Thanks to Phyllis Kirtley for demonstrating the new flower garden.  I am hooked and have 

made about 50 of the flowers so far.  It is so much fun. 

Thank you to the folks volunteering to help with the High Tea.  It should be a lot of fun. 

See you at the February meeting.  Elizabeth Ritter 

 

NEWSLETTER NOTES 
 

Winner of the “Crazy” January blocks of the month was Beth Wynn! Congratulations!!! 

The deadline for March‟s newsletter is February  25th. 

Please contact Sherri Dodds with newsletter information, corrections, and questions or 

if you have trouble getting your newsletter by email or regular mail. She will be happy 

to help you get the problem straightened out! sewangelic@sbcglobal.net 

Our Mission: The QUEST Quilters Guild, Inc. is a not-for-profit volunteer organization founded in 1999. The main objective of 
QUEST Quilters is to promote the exchange of ideas in quilting and fiber arts, encourage and maintain the highest standards of all 
fiber arts and quilting ideas, techniques, design, and creativity. We hope to inspire and encourage personal achievement while 
enjoying the fellowship of others.   

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
It is time to renew your dues for 2012! You can pay your 2012 dues to Jan Dougherty at 

any QUEST meeting, or mail it in to:  PO Box 94522, North Little Rock, AR, 72190. Dues are 

$25 and will keep you as a member in good standing through December 2012.  

You have until the February meeting to pay for your 2012 dues in order to continue receiv-

ing your newsletter and to be listed in the membership roster. If you have made changes in 

your address or phone number since last year, be sure to let Jan know! Remember to bring 

your parking  ticket in to the meeting to be validated! Thank you!  

Jan Dougherty, Membership Chairman 

 

Q. - QUALITY 

U. - UNITY 

E. - EDUCATION 

S. - SERVICE 

T. - TEAMWORK 
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If you do business 

with any of our  

advertisers, please 

be sure to let them 

know you saw  

their ad in our  

newsletter! 

JANUARY MEETING MINUTES  
The meeting was called to order by our president, Elizabeth Ritter. 

Pauline Jones is asking for more volunteers for our tea party in February. She needs six electric kettles, and some kitchen 

help. She has four hostesses, but needs three more. Be at the February meeting by 9:00 A.M. to set up.  

Terry Newman (Second Vice President) is now our new service hostess.  

Kathy Jones (Outreach Chairman) is giving away fabric books for free. She gave the end of the year report for our Out-

reach Program. 

There were: 102 quilts, 28 blankets, 94 pillowcases, 221 caps, and 5 pillows. This is equivalent to: 1178 woman hours, 30 

weeks of full time work, 7.5 months of work, with a total value of $8,898.00!  

Kathy is always willing to take your donation quilts, knitted hats, etc. If you would like to make caps, see Deedy Mans-

field for the knitting pattern. 

Sharon Weinsinger (Birthday Basket and Fat Quarter Drawing coordinator) is making bags for first time visitors. She has 

made 40 bags so far. The bags each contain a recent quilting magazine issue, that Kathy Jones donated, and a QUEST bro-

chure.  

Shirley Chai (Treasurer) reported that the Sulky Thread Box raffle made $222.00 for the guild. Judy Pearlstine won it at 

the December meeting. Deposited so far from last monthôs auction was $2731.50. Unclaimed auction items were brought to 

the meeting. Contact Shirley if you think you left an item. Shirley has been our Treasurer for two years and the bank account 

balance has only gone down by $500 this whole time! 

Sherri Dodds (Newsletter Editor) reported for Jan Dougherty (Membership Chairman) that  59 members were present at 

this monthôs meeting. She also said that there were 18 blocks turned in for the block-of-the-month drawing and that Beth 

Wynn won them! Let Sherri know if you are having trouble getting your newsletter and for any corrections needed.  

Beth Helmstetter (Door Prize Chairman) conducted the door prize drawings. The winners were Lucie Neal, Brenda Bur-

ford and Phyllis Kirtley. 

Evelyn Chagnon (Program Director) reported that in March we will have guest speaker Bonnie Hunter. Bonnie will do a 

Monday afternoon half day workshop and a full day workshop on Tuesday. Sign up soon with Evelyn so you can let her know 

your preferences for workshops. She needs to notify Bonnie to organize them accordingly. Workshops with Bonnie will open 

up to non-members after the January meeting. Monday and Tuesday are two separate workshops.  

Evelyn also reported that if you are on ñFacebook,ò be sure to join the QUEST guild group. Search for ñQUEST Quilterôs 

Guild - Little Rockò to find us on Facebook. 

Evelyn also reminded us that at Februaryôs tea party, we have a quilt challenge for members with the theme ñSecret Gar-

denò. There will also be a contest for the best decorated hats. Categories are: The Prettiest, The Funniest and The óQuiltiestô. 

Show and Tell: Lori Wagner,  Gloria Bohannan, Beth Helmstetter, Dottie Atkins,  Deedy Mansfield, Claire Duderstadt,  

Diana Perry, Cat Martin, Sherri Dodds, Sharon Weinsinger, and Kathy Jones all shared their latest quilts and projects with us.  

The Stitchinô Post in NLR has a new classroom. Several members showed off purses that they made at 

class. 

        The 38th annual Dogwood Festival, in Siloam Springs, AR, will be held April 27th thru April 29th. 

There are booths available if anyone wants to sell their wares. 

      Our guest lecturer, Ruth Ann Yax, gave her presentation ñHow to be a quilt artist; aka letôs buy lots  

of fun stuff to play with and be creative!ò  
 

Rae Meyer, QUEST Secretary 

Stitchinõ Post  

§ Quilting fabrics from your             

 favorite manufacturers                                                                                                                                                       

§ Books, patterns, and 

 notions 

§ Classes and workshops 

§ Husqvarna Viking sewing 

  machines 

 

1520 Macon Drive Suite A2, Little Rock, AR     501 227-0288     www.stitchinpostinc.com  
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AD  

SIZE 

SIX MONTHS  

(6 ISSUES) 

TWELVE MONTHS  

(12 ISSUES) 

1/8 page  $30 $50 

1/4 page  $50 $80 

CLASSIFIED ADS - BUSINESSES 

 

 

 

For larger business ads or for help in placing your personal ad 

for the newsletters, contact Sherri Dodds 

February Meeting Notes 
On February 13, 2012, we are celebrating Valentine's Day with our annual High Tea.  

At our February Tea, we will also have our challenge quilt show. This year's challenge 

theme is "Secret Garden." This could be a quilted rendition of the flowers you would 

love to grow in your garden, or it could embrace the secret fantasy garden from your 

childhood imagination, or perhaps it depicts an exotic garden that you would love to 

visit someday.  The possibilities are endless!  Let your imagination run wild! The rules 

are simple. The quilt must fit the title "Secret Garden" and it needs to be a fully 

completed quilt project.  In addition to the challenge  quilt, we will have a "Mad Hat-

ter's Hat Show and Contest." Prizes will be given for hats in the following catego-

ries: prettiest, funniest, and the "quilty-est".   Please note that there will not be a 

regular show and tell at this month‟s meeting. 

QUEST OUTREACH REPORT JANUARY 9, 2012 
At this meeting, we received 2 crocheted afghans, 22 hats, 15 quilts and one flannel blanket 

which were donated by Elaine Walizer, Barbara Murray, Deedy Mansfield, Jen Mahoney, 

Sharon Bailey, Sherri Dodds & Kathy Jones. The annual donation report was given. 

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Jones, Outreach Chair 

 

The French Seam 
Bernina Sales and Service 

Quilting & Fashion Fabric  

Embroidery Supplies 

Karen French    Phone 870-673-8156 

2015 S. Buerkle Street    Stuttgart, AR 72160 

Website: www.frenchseam.com    

Email: luv2sew@frenchseam.com 

Darlene Davis 

11911 Dreher Road 

Little Rock, AR  72206 

Phone  501-680-6226 

Home  501-888-3563 

 

Hummingbird Quilting 
Longarm Machine Quilting Service 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please call for an appointment. 

QUEST MEMBERS PERSONAL ADS 
Members may post ads in the newsletter for $3.00 per insertion. This is for members only!  

Please keep the ads related to sewing, crafts, or other needle arts.  

Contact Sherri Dodds to place your ad in an upcoming newsletter! 
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OFFICERS OF THE GUILD 
President: Elizabeth Ritter  

First Vice President: Dottie Atkins  

Second Vice President: Terrie Newman  

Secretary: Rae Meyer  

Treasurer: Shirley Chai 

Community Outreach: Kathy Jones 

Membership Chairman: Jan Dougherty  

with Judy Pearlstein assisting 

Newsletter Editor: Sherri Dodds 

Publicity Chairman: Julie Heim  

Door Prize Chairman: Beth Helmstetter 

Program Team Leaders:  

Evelyn Chagnon & Shirley Chai, with  

Julie Heim serving as teacher hostess 

Demonstration Table: Carol Ikerman 

Birthday Basket: Sharon Weinsinger 

Ways and Means Committee:  

Sue Fleming & Lucy Neal  

Sunshine: Paula Norris  

Webmaster: Sherri Dodds 

Photographer & Historian: Tiffanee Noack 

Birthday Basket and Fat Chance Drawing 
 

For Members: On the month of your birthday, 

you may choose two fat quarters from the 

birthday basket as your birthday gift from us!  

We also have the òFat Chance Drawingó at 

each meeting. For every fat quarter you donate, 

to the birthday basket, you get a ticket for a 

chance to win three fat quarters of your choice 

from the birthday basket collection!  

See Sharon Weinsinger if you have any ques-

tions. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Date Program 

Workshops, Classes,  

Or Special Events 

Demonstra-

tions 

Fat  

Quarter  

Theme 

BOM 

Drawing 
Refreshments 

Feb. 

13 

 

Sweetheart 

 Tea Party 

Challenge Quilt  Contest 

ñSecret Gardenò  

Hat show & contest! 

NONE  

THIS MONTH 
Red 

Isnôt She  

Lovely? 

Everyone  

Shares 

Mar.  

12 

Bonnie Hunter 

ñScrap Users Systemò 

Half and full day  

workshops 
TBA Green 

Melancholy  

March 

Last names:  

B-D 

Apr.  

9 

Sarah Ann Smith  

ñThe Decorated Quiltò 

Half and full day  

workshops 
TBA Pink 

Itôs Raining, 

Itôs Pouring! 

Last names:  

E-K 

May 

14 

Alpha--Omega 

Memberôs share their first  

and last things made 

TBA TBA Yellow 
A Tisket, 

A Tasket 

Last names:  

L-R 

June 

11 
"Worst of Show" TBA TBA Purple 

Tuxedo 

Junction 

Last names:  

S-A 

July 

9 

Edyta Sitar  

"Reasons for Quilting"  

Half and full day  

workshops 
TBA Patriotic 

Iôm A Yankee 

 Doodle 

Dandy! 

Last names:  

B-D 

Aug. 

13 
"Itôs Show Time!" Membersô Quilt Show TBA Blue 

Hot Time  

In the City 

Last names:  

E-K 

Sept. 

10 
Becky Goldsmith   

Half and full day 

 workshops 
TBA Fall 

See You 

In September 

Last names:  

L-R 

Oct. 

8 
Irma Gail Hatcher  TBA TBA Black Spooky! 

Last names:  

S-A 

Nov. 

12 

Delores Keathley  

ñHawaiian Quiltsò 

Workshop   

Hawaiian Appliqué 
TBA Tan 

We Gather 

Together 

Last names:  

B-D 

Dec. 

10 
Holiday Party Auction None None 

Iôll Be Home 

For Christmas 

Everyone 

Shares 

MARCH PROGRAM AND CLASSES WITH BONNIE HUNTER 
 

Our lecture on March 12, 2012 is "Scrap Users System!" This  lecture takes you 

through Bonnie‟s years of scrap quilting and how she has organized her scraps and leftovers 

to be easily accessible and workable in her quilt making.  The lecture also includes a discus-

sion of tools of the trade that she finds helpful in her scrap usage.  Bonnie is a scrap 

USER, not just a scrap saver! There is a difference. This lecture will inspire quilters to or-

ganize their scraps and start turning them into beautiful quilts. 

There will be a half day workshop after the Monday meeting on the 12th and a full day 

workshop Tuesday, the 13th. See pages 6 and 7 in this newsletter for more information, or 

contact Evelyn Chagnon or Shirley Chai. 
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HALF DAY WORKSHOP, MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012  

BONNIE HUNTERõS òSTAR STRUCKó 
This quilt used plaids salvaged from thrift shop shirt purchases! 

The lights are various neutrals that I had in my 2.5" strip bin. Random 

lengths of 5" plaid strips made for a fun pieced border. I used one com-

mon red fabric for the accent triangles.  In the picture to the right, 

there are 80 - 8" blocks set 8X10. The quilt center is 64”X80” before 

borders. 

Please keep in mind that this is a "scrap quilt" workshop and you are 

meant to use your stash!  Since our scraps are all different shapes, 

lengths and sizes, fabric amounts are guestimates. No exact yardage is 

given. 

In addition to the supplies below, each student needs to print their 

own pattern directions as found on my website: http://quiltville.com/starstruckwkshp.html  

http://quiltville.com/pdf/starstruck.pdf   

Study the pattern to help you with your fabric choices and color placement. If you have any questions 

about the supply list or instructions, please don't hesitate to email me at quiltville@gmail.com. I really 

look forward to teaching this class to you. 

NOTE: If you do not have computer or printer access, please contact either Evelyn Chagnon or 

Shirley Chai for supply list information and help to get a copy of the pattern for class. 

General Supplies needed: 

§ Sewing machine in working order (including power cords and extension cords) Don't forget your 

bobbin case, and your 1/4" foot. 

§ Thread, scissors, seam ripper, pins and any other notions you usually sew with. 

§ Rotary cutter, mat and ruler. 

Fabric supplies: For a Lap Size Quilt: (30 blocks set 5X6) 

This quilt is made from pre-cut  2.5" strips. Please come with your strips already cut. Yardage 

amounts are for a lap size quilt. If you go bigger, plan accordingly. 

NOTE: If you are making the lap size quilt, plan on approximately the equivalent of 2 yards of back-

ground fabric, 2 yards of  'dark' star fabric, and if you want a distinct accent fabric for your corners 

(Shown as red in the quilt above) bring 1 yard. Extras can be used in the inner border and/or binding. 

Optional Cutting: 
We will be cutting some of your strips of background fabric and accent fabric into 2.5" squares. Each 8" 

block uses 8 - 2.5"  squares of background, and 8 of accent. You can have these cut ahead of time if you would 

like.  

NOTE: If using ONE background fabric, plan on about 23 - 2.5" strips cut across the width of the fabric, 

selvege to selvege. Depending on the length of your colored strips, (and the amount of waste you may have 

from the ends of odd lengths of  scrap strips) you will need approximately 13 to 15 strips to cut the main 

block 'star quarters'. The other 8 strips are set aside to cut the 2.5" squares you need for the block corners. 

This is an average due to the differences in fabric width. The amount you get per strip might vary. 

 If you go to my website, you can see other color variations for your quilts. Do remember though, that you can 

do this quilt totally scrappy, just separating lights and darks. No accent fabric required. If you have questions, 

you can email me (Bonnie) at: bonnie@quiltville.com  

Classes are $25 for members and  $45 for non-members, for this half day workshop.  
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FULL DAY WORKSHOP, TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2012 

BONNIE HUNTERõS òMY BLUE HEAVENó 
This is a two block quilt. It is made from a modified puss in the 

corner block, and an hour glass star block, both in an 8" finished 

size. It uses 45 star blocks and 45 puss blocks. The 90 blocks are 

set 9 across by 10 down. You can make this quilt as big or small as 

you would like depending on the number of blocks you make.  

The supply list can be found at:  

http://quiltville.com/myblueheavenwkshp.html 

Pattern: Each student must come to class with  the “My Blue 

Heaven” pattern printed from the Quiltville.com website.  The pat-

tern is found at  http://quiltville.com/pdf/myblueheaven.pdf. 

This helps keep workshop prices down.   

NOTE: If you do not have computer or printer access, please contact either Evelyn Chagnon or 

Shirley Chai for supply list information and help to get a copy of this pattern for class. 

Fabric supplies: This is a two color quilt, but could be worked up in multiple scraps with a neutral 

background if desired. It could also work up nice as a 3 color quilt with the puss in the corner blocks 

being one color (i.e. red) the stars being another color (i.e. blue) and the backgrounds being scrappy  

neutrals. The sky is the limit! 

You will need approx 3 yards worth of dark scraps and 3 yards of light scraps cut into 2.5" strips.  

The object here is to use your STASH for this quilt. Challenge yourself!  See how far you can go with-

out buying anything, and then if you need to, buy to compliment what you already have. 

Pre-cutting the strips before class means we can get started sewing right away. Short strips or long 

strips don't matter. We will use them both. 

Class instruction will begin with using the specialty rulers to match pairs and cut sets for the 

blocks. In addition to your fabric you will need the basics: 

§ Sewing machine in working order (inc. power cords and extension cords) 

§ Thread 

§ Scissors 

§ Seam ripper 

§ Pins and other notions you usually sew with 

§ Rotary cutter, Mat, Rulers*  

*In addition to a ruler to cut strips in class, Bonnie recommends that you have these two rulers:  
 

The EZ Easy Angle and  the EZ Companion Angle. These rulers can be purchased for about $7.00. 

They are readily available at many fabric and hobby 

stores. Be sure to check to see if these stores offer 

coupons, to bring the price down even more. Some 

stores will give you an additional discount if you show 

your guild membership card. 

With all these discounts you can get the rulers 

for as little as $4.00! 

Classes are $40 for members and  $60 for non-

members, for this full day workshop. 
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 COMING IN APRIL: 

SARAH ANN SMITH 

As a very young child, Sarah lived in 

Spain, Thailand and Argentina as her fa-

ther, a former diplomat, traveled while 

working for an oil company. Shortly after 

her sixth birthday, her family returned to 

the United States to live. It was then 

that a neighbor girl made an apron for Sarah's favorite doll, sparking a fascination with tex-

tiles and fiber that continues to this day. Her only problem is that no one has yet created a 

37-hour day! 

While she was working at the U.S. embassy in La Paz, Bolivia. Sarah came across someone's 

discarded Keepsake Quilting catalog, which opened up the doors to the quilting world. 

Sarah specializes in machine work, coloring with threads and using whatever technique will 

help turn the picture in her mind into cloth. She is a full-time artist, member of the Frayed 

Edges mini-group, quilt teacher and pattern designer. Sarah 

lives in Camden, Maine, with her husband, two sons, a pug, four 

cats and assorted dust bunnies and relishes her supportive en-

vironment for textile art and art quilts. She has learned that 

if you want to, and are willing to work at it, you can make your 

dreams come true. 

One of her more recent books is Thread Work Unraveled.  

There is lots of information about different threads, tension 

tips, the right needle for the thread, how to use the threads, 

and how to troubleshoot issues. There are even a few projects 

to implement what you‟ve learned. It is a must have book for 

your quilting reference library!  

 Next Guild Meeting: 

February 13 , 2012 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month  

 9:30AM: sign-in and socializing 

10:00AM: Program 

Main Library, in the Darragh Room  

100 Rock St. 

Little Rock, AR  

(Parking in library parking lot) 

http://www.sarahannsmith.com/store.php
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There will be a full day workshop on April 10, 2012 

òTame Fiddly Fussy Threads for Machine Quiltingó 
When you are comfortable with free-motion quilting, this class 

will help you take your skills to a new level!  You don't need to 

think you are good at FMQ (free motion quilting), just be willing 

to give it a go.   

Learn about different types of threads including cotton, polyes-

ter, rayon, metallic, flat metallic film, variegated, and how to use 

them to enhance your quilt.  The morning session will feature 

stencil-painting your solid dark background and I'll share tips 

and tricks for using fiddly threads.  In the afternoon you'll con-

tinue to play with and learn to sew with these threads. 

Prerequisite:  you must feel comfortable with free-motion quilt-

ing and be able to change the walking foot and free-motion foot 

on your machine without assistance. 

There is a kit fee of $35. This will include four spools of spe-

cialty threads from Superior Threads, two pre-wound bobbins and paint supplies.   

Students have a choice of two color ways:  blues or earth tones. They also choose their Glit-

ter/metallics of silver or gold.  Additional thread is available for purchase. 

Classes are $40 for members and  $60 for non-members, for this full day workshop, plus the kit fee. 

Sarah Ann Smith  
will present her lecture at our meeting on  

April 9th, 2012  

Her topic will be: 

The Decorated Quilt:   

Beads, Embellishments and other Treasures 
Beads are for more than making jewelry. Like bed quilts, art quilts are 

made of cloth, batting and thread, but they are displayed as works of art. 

Art quilters use beads and other treasures to enhance their quilts, to be a 

major design element, or even to cover the surface of a quilt.  Sarah will 

share her quilts and those of other leading art quilters whose styles range 

from minimalist to encrusted, in a digital presentation. 

There will be a half day workshop on April 9, 2012 

òLet's Machine Quilt!  An Intro to Machine Quiltingó 
Have you wanted to learn how to machine quilt? If so, this is the class for you! You will learn that ma-

chine quilting is fun. You will learn what you need to know for hassle-free machine quilting.  A digital 

overview of the essentials will be shown first. Next you‟ll get hands on lessons that include both walk-

ing-foot and free-motion quilting a sampler of patterns. You will even learn how to write your name in 

thread!   

Classes are $25 for members and  $45 for non-members for this half day workshop.  
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FEBRUARY BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

òIsnõt She Lovely?ó 
What is more sweet and lovely than Sun Bonnet Sue and Straw Hat 

Sam???  Of course it is Sam giving Sue a heart! 

This month‟s block has these two traditional quilt characters sharing a 

heart. This block would be great for someone who needs a hug, or for an 

anniversary, or for a child, or for a baby‟s crib quilt.  
 

FABRICS: You will need a background square of white on white 

fabric cut in a generous 12.5” square. The pattern pieces are on the 

next page. They are marked “B” for boy and “G” for girl.  „Dress‟ your little people in any colors 

you‟d like to use! Small prints work well for Sue‟s dress. Solids or small prints work for the 

hats, shirt, pants and shoes. A soft pink or peach or tan works well for the hands. 

DIRECTIONS: 

Fold your background square into quarters and mark the middle with a crease or pin. When 

you open it back up, you will know where your center is so that you can position your pieces ac-

cordingly. The bottom point of the heart should be close to the center of your block. 

Use your favorite methods of appliquéing to prepare to use the templates. Remember that 

each template/pattern piece does NOT include a seam allowance.  You will want to allow for a 

quarter inch seam allowance around the templates. The dotted lines are where you do not have 

to turn under an edge. 

This is my favorite way to make this block: 

1. Trace the pattern onto freezer paper.  

2. Cut out the pieces and iron them onto the wrong side of the fabrics you have chosen.  

3. Cut each piece out of the chosen fabrics, adding a quarter inch seam allowance.  

4. Press the edges of fabric over, spritzing with a bit of watered down starch. 

5. Remove the paper. 

6. Attach your prepared pieces to the background square, arranging them as you go. Re-

member to allow for a seam allowance at the edges of your background square. Do not 

have your appliqué pieces too close to the edges of the background squares or you won‟t 

be able to join blocks without catching your appliqué in the seams! 

7. Sew the pieces down onto your background fabric, using your favorite appliqué method. 

Bring your completed block(s) to the February meeting to enter for your chance to win all 

the blocks that are turned in. Tell me what the theme of this year‟s blocks of the month is and 

you win an extra ticket! If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, Sherri, at 

sewangelic@sbcglobal.net 
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FEBRUARY BLOCK OF THE MONTH PATTERN PIECES 

 


